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Year 6 Activity and Lessons Pack 

 

Your theme is Britishness. 

This is interesting from a Geographical perspective because it calls on 

children to begin to question how the idea of nation impacts on their 

sense of identity. Britishness is a more complex question for our 

children, who might see their country not as Britain, but as the one in 

which they were born, or the one from which their parents emigrated. 

We will explore the notion of Britishness, do some map work on Britain 

and Empire, explore stereotypes of Britishness (tea and cakes 

obsession, cricket, Little England), study William Blake’s poem 

‘Jerusalem’ and the work will culminate in a Multi-Modal Art project.  

This term’s debate is ‘This house is proud to be British.’ 

 

Work in Geography Books! 

 

ACTIVITIES 

1) Introducing Britishness. 

2) What and where was the British Empire? 

3)  Blake’s ‘Jerusalem’ and the Industrial Revolution 

4) Brit Art Project (Including questionnaire) 
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ONE – L.O. – Introducing Britishness 

 

1. Partner Talk – What does Britishness mean? 

Take feedback 

 

2. Go through slides 3-5, giving time for partners/group to talk 

about the questions and share their ideas. 

 

3. Explain that you’re going to watch ‘I’m British’ by Professor 

Elemental. 

He’s a comedy rapper who pioneered Chap Hop – a hyper 

British/English persona. 

 

In his lyrics, he satirises stereotypes of Britishness. 

Define SATIRE and STEREOTYPE for/with the bambinis. 

 

4. Watch the video - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkF_XpA5P48 

 

5. Pairs/Groups (your choice) have a page of lyric-snippets – on a 

piece of A3 sugar paper, they need to cut the lyrics out, stick 

them on and record what they think it means around the outside. 

They can leave their own personal view on it. 

 

eg 

And I don’t want to be fantastic 

Just adequate, and if I’m nice, it’s probably sarcastic 

I think this idea is that it is not very British to seem really 

ambitious – it is OK to be ambitious, but not to seem it. To be 

British is to be a bit modest and shy about your achievements, 

and not to brag. Bragging is an American trait! 

 

6. At end of lesson, have groups choose their most interesting point 

to share with the class. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkF_XpA5P48
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7. Discuss how much we feel like we match up to these ideas of 

Britishness. 

 

8. In their Geog books, children write a good reflective paragraph 

about what they think about Britishness, and whether they see 

themselves as British. Scaffold as appropriate. 

 
Land of crumble and lemon curd and opportunity 

 

 
I begin every sentence with an apology 

Sorry that’s the case, it’s just British policy 
 

 
See we used to have an Empire but we got a little cocky 

like “HAHA! Johnny Foreigner, I’d like to see you stop me! 
 

 
And I don’t want to be fantastic 

Just adequate, and if I’m nice, it’s probably sarcastic 
 

 
Ridiculously cynical, that’s what we’re like 

And if you can’t take a joke, get on your bike. 
 

 
I’m British, like the wickets in cricket 
like crikey, blimey, nice one, wicked. 

 

 
We’re ever so nice to our pets, and we know not to work too 

hard 
We’re inventing, accepting, eccentric and yes I suppose we’re 

a bit bizarre 
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If you can drink ten pints of Adnams, without ever breaking 

your stride 
Or repress your emotions and passions, and bury them deep 

inside 
 

 
So if you’re down with the Brits put your hands in the air! 

but if you’d rather not... that’s fine...don’t want to cause a 
fuss 

 
 

 

 

TWO – L.O. – What and where was the British Empire? 

 

(SLIDE 9) 

1. Children have a copy of the World Map (see next page) stuck into 

their books. 

 

2. Explain that maps don’t just ‘show where things are’; 

cartographers (mapmakers) can use maps to communicate all 

sorts of information. 

 

3. Children interpret the map and then write a prediction on the 

sheet. 

 

4. Reveal the truth (slide 10) – these are the ONLY countries to have 

NOT been invaded by Britain at some point in their history. 

 

5. Q – How do you think Britain took over so many countries? 

 

6. See lovely Jeremy Paxman explain a little bit - 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/why-does-the-british-empire-matter/13348.html 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/why-does-the-british-empire-matter/13348.html
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7. SPEECH-WRITING ACTIVITY 

All children have an envelope (one-between-two) containing 

some advantages and disadvantages of Empire, from a British 

perspective. 

 

Give kids time to look through and to reflect on whether they 

think the Pro Empire argument or the Anti Empire argument is 

the strongest. 

 

If all children choose anti, or all choose pro, invite a few to argue 

the other side for the sake of debate. 

 

8. Using the tips for rhetoric / speechwriting on slide 14, children 

begin to write down their own persuasive speeches. Give as much 

extra scaffolding as is necessary. Remind children they can use 

persuasive writing techniques from literacy. 

 

They can use their own ideas, the ideas from the sheet, the 

speech-writing prompts on the PPT and their own tenacious 

debating skills to write incredible speeches. 

 

 

 

 
Success Criteria for an incredible speech about the 

British Empire 
 

Have I made it clear straight away whether I am speaking 
for or against the British Empire? 

 

Have I used repetition of a key word?  

Have I used collections of three adjectives, in my 
description? 

 

Have I used similes/metaphors?  

Have you made your arguments really clear?  

EXTRA – Have you attacked the arguments which go 
against your own argument? 
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THREE – Can I interpret Blake’s ‘Jerusalem’?  

(A DISCUSSION BASED LESSON – go deep) 

1. What is a national anthem? 

 

2. What sort of words would you expect to find in a national 

anthem? What is it meant to do? (breed pride, breed community, 

reverence) 
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3. Listen to Pakistan and Indian national anthems 

Pakistan - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38UUz15fEzo 

Inda - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yMvU73Wr7Q 

 

4. Children read through ‘Jerusalem’ by William Blake. 

What do they understand, what don’t they? 

 

Guide through their discussion using the questions. 

 

5. Now listen to Jerusalem, following the link, partner talk the 

questions on slide 20, in detail. 

 

6. Draw on the idea of ‘dark Satanic mills’ being in contrast to the 

New Jerusalem, a ‘Heaven’ build in Britain. 

 

What changed to stop Britain being full of countrysides? 

Factories, growth of industry, growth of cities. 

 

7. Watch the 15 minute segment from the Opening Ceremony that 

shows Isambard Kingdom Brunel presiding over the majestic, 

devastating conversion of Britain from a rural society to a smoke 

filled, factory-fuelled, industrial leviathan. PHWOAR! I am 

literally getting excited typing this plan up. 

 

8. Introduce The Biggest Question – which is also the Debate 

Question. 

- Knowing what we know about the stereotypes of Britishness, 

about its powerful economy, about its mass of inventions, about 

its scientific and medical developments, about its culture, but 

also about the story of Empire, slavery, military, the industrial 

revolution, the formation of cities... 

 

DO YOU FEEL PROUD TO BE BRITISH? 

 

 

FOUR – Brit Art Project 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38UUz15fEzo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yMvU73Wr7Q
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The final product of your Britishness week, as well as the 

debates, is a multimodal art project. It should look very cool. 

 

The art work will combine 

a) Scenes of Britishness 

b) The colours red, white and blue 

c) Quotations from their parents about Britishness 

 

A) Scenes of Britshness 

I will provide a range of them, or your kids can make line 

drawings of their own.  

Ideas –  

 

positive image - teapot, Big Ben, Britannia, , Phoneboxes, Well-

dressed English gentleman and ladies, Queen, Marmite, Mini 

Cooper, 

 

less positive images -  Towerblocks, factory landscapes, Queen, 

marmite 

 

C) Quotations from Parents 

 

Let kids take home the following questionnaire, which parents 

can fill in, or kids can interview parents and fill it in themselves. 

From parents responses, the children can find good quotations 

about what Britishness means to their parents. 

 

eg – It’s my home now, but I have a real home in India. 

I am born here, I am British. 

I am a British Muslim/Sikh/Hindu 

My body is in Britain, but my heart is in Bangladesh. 

 

Once the painting in Red White and Blue has been completed, 

children can write their parents quotations in with gold marker 

pens. 


